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o be Ba. Aépe OTL OV EAVES TOAEROVV

«AT(O b1 HaL TEP
Npwes TOAEROVV GGV EAN)VES?.

gav fpWEG AN 6TV OV

ward O’ Harry, o€ AGyo ToU

Bperavég Bouheurric Ed
grov OuivaTwv TowpToA

pdon mv oroia 0
o1 25 OkTwppiou 1995 gt BouAn TwV Kovotitwy, anodide!

"From now on we won't be saying that Greeks fight
1ike heroes, put that herces fight 1ike Greeks."

ment Edward O’ Harry attributes to Winston

British Member of the Parlial
th October 1995 in the House of Commons.

A phrase that the
Churchillin his speech on 25

. ROUPEL_SERRES_16sel.indd 2
10/6/08 5:12:46 PM .



A1dAokoual TN OOEQ TNC EAMOOOIC

To oxupd tou Pouned, avakanel ouypés 66&as kal npwicpoU
s EAANvIKNs 1otopias. Ynnp&e éva ano ta tefeutaia oxupd nou
kpdtnoav, étav ol leppavoi nponAauvav hdn otn Becoanovikn
Be J[au hJ[ Katd tn idpkela tou B” Maykoopiou noAéuou. Inpavikn
g nuepopnvia eival n 10n Anpiniou 1941, nuépa napddoons

TOU, MoU OPwS OUVOSEUTNKE aMNG ONPIAVTIKES ANMAEIES TwV

J[h @ g ‘O W Kataktintv. Xhpepa Bewpeitar povadikd oty Eupdnn. Av

Kkar eEakonouBei va gival éva akpituko GuAAKIo, To BpuAiko

Of G r@@@@ napeBov 1o éxel petatpéyel os Touplotkd agloBEato.

The fortress of Rupel recalls moments of glory and heroism of Greek history. It was one of the
last held fortresses, when Germans already advanced to Thessaloniki during the 2nd World War.
An important date was April 10th 1941, day of its surrender, which was accompanied

by important casualties of the conquerors. Nowadays, it is considered to be unique in Europe.
Even though it is still a frontier outpost, its legendary past turned it into a tourist sightseeing.
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H otevwndc Tou Pounei
The narrow passage of Rupel

H otevwnoés tou Pounen ivar pia otevin The narrow passage of Rupel is a strip of land formed by the flow of
Awpiba yns nou oxnpatizetal and 1o pou the river Strymonas among the mountains Mpeles and Agistro. Its
TOU Notapou Xtpupdva, avapeca and name originates from the Byzantine term Ronpelion, the former name
10 Pouvdé Mnénes kar Aykiotpo. To dvopa s of the village Klidi, which was situated inside the narrow passage. It is
npoépxetal and to Buzavuvé Povnénioy, approximately 11km long and its width is from 500m to 2km. The width of
nanid ovopaocia tou xwploU KAeidi, nou Strymonas at the narrow passage is 80 - 100m and at the end towards the
Bpiokotav péoa ot otevwnd. Exel PAKoS Greek-Bulgarian borders is 200m, while its depth also changes because of
11 nepinou xAy. kai nAdtos and 500 p. the numerous islets and fords. The ground on both riversides is precipitous
péxpl Kai 2 xAp. To NAGTos Tou Ztpupdva otn with many irregularly arranged vertical and horizontal gorges.

otevwnd ival 80 - 100 p. kal otnv €6066 npos
ta eAfnvoPoudyapikd olvopa, 200 ., evid

10 BdéBos tou petapdnnetar enions AdYw twv
noAAwv vnaoibwv kai nopwv. To é6apos

Kal ous 6Uo OxBes eival andkpnpvo,

pe nodnés k&Betes kal opizdviies xapddpes

o€ akavéviotn didtagn.
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Two plains are formed northerly and southerly
of the passage: the one of Marinoupoli in
Bulgaria and the other of Serres in Greece.
According to the map, the narrow passage is
the shortest route from the plateau of Sofia
to Macedonia (road Tzoumagia - Sidirokastro)
and by extension to Thessaloniki. At the
north end of the narrow passage, Strymonas
joins his tributary called Bistritsas, the course
of which determined the Greek-Bulgarian
borderline at this area.
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To NOAEUIKO OXUPO FPOUrneA

The war fortress of Rupel

To oxupd Pounen Bpioketal os uyduetpo 322 ., Je 1o teeutaio
enANVIKG xwpId Mpopaxwvas ota «nodia» tou. To peyadutepo and ta
21 OUYKPOTNUATA OXUPMYV MOU KATAOKEUAOTNKAV Ot 6N TN «ypapun
Meta€a» htav éva oUyKPOTNPA £QYWV MOU EKTEIVOTAV OF PETWNO
2.500 p. pe 123 evepynukd okénaotpa. To oxupd Oi€Bete undyeIous
xpous 17 p. Katw and wn yn, cuvonikhs éktaons 6.100 ., cuvonikou
avanwiypatos 1.849 T.y., Ue UNdYEIES OTOES CUYKOIVwVias ouvonikd
4.251 p. Napdu yia i ppoupd Tou oxupoU npoPnénoviav 1.397
avdpes, 44 afjwpaukous kai 1.353 ondites, otn didpkeia Tou aydva,
n epoupd nhtav 27 a§iwpatkol kar 950 dvdpes. To KOOTOs KATAOKEUNS
avniBe oe 111.540.000 bpx. evd, anod ta npoPnendpeva épya, 13
vwtaias apuvas dev ofokANP@ONKav Noté.

The fortress of Rupel is 322m above sea level
having the last Greek village Promachonas at its
“foot”. The biggest among 21 groups of fortresses
built along the “line Metaxas” was a group of
constructions extending to a frontline of 2,500
meters with 123 active shelters. The fortress
disposed of underground places of 17m, of total
extent of 6,100 meters, of total expanse 1,849m?,
with underground communicating arcades of
4,251m totally. In spite the fact that the fortress’
garrison was expected to be 1,397 men, 44 officers
and 1,353 soldiers, during the war the garrison
comprised 27 officers and 950 soldiers. The cost
of construction came to 111,540.000 drachmas,
while from the construction scheduled works, 13
of rear defense have never been completed.

Texvikés Kal unikés npodiaypagés tns kataokeuns: Metd and enavelinupéves epyaotnplakés Sokiués oto EBvikd MetadBeio MoAutexveio, ta
€niBuunta anoteAéopata avioxns oto akupddepa kaBopiotnkav, yia o TaIpévto, o 625 xiNidypappa avd TEtpaywyikd EKATOoTo, NOU NAPACKEUAOTNKE
katomiv Siaywviopou kai noAdanAdy enéyxwv dpiotns moidtntas. H dppos Atav Kupiws notapoy kal Adtopeiou, evd t okdpa pe diaotdoers 1 ws 3
EKATOOTE, MPOEPXOVTAV AMo UYIN Kal avBeKTKd, KUpiws aoBeatoniBikd, MEpmata s nepioxns. e &t apopd ts avanoyies twv UAIKY, yia KGBe kupi-
KO Pépo okupodéuatos ntav nayia 400 xAypy. €161ko tolpévio, nepinou 0,860 k. p. akupa, nepinou 0,350 K. Y. dupou, avanoya LE TV KOKKOUETPIKN
oUvBeon tou, kal 160 - 220 Aitpa vepod, avanoya pe Ty MPaA Kal Ty ENoxi atpmons ToU oKUPo&EATos. EIBIKA yia Ts NAAKES Twv ENIPAVEIaKDY EQYwV,
Ol KATAOKEUAOTES aUENaav Ty noodtnta tolpéviou o 600 xAypu. avd K. Y., yia peyanUtepn avioxin. H napaokeun tou okupodEuatos yivotav e pana-
KTAPES Kal N 0TpioN Tou Og OAES TS ywvies pe tinavon, pe petanikous tundoes 2-8 Kinv, evad petd 1o 1939, oe pepikd €pya, Pe e61koUs dovntes.
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Meydno Baupaopo kai éknAngn npokdneoav otous Meppavous endPopEis
ol KPUPEs €E0dol, xwpis doles oe AnAn oxUpwaon, 1o xaunAd oxeukd
KOOTOS Kl T0 pIKPO XpoviKS Sidotnua kataokeuns. Av AdBel Kaveis

unéyn 6u ol leppavol dev KatdpBwoav va evionicouv 1a PATVOUATA TwV
OXUPMV MpIv and tnv évapgn twv enixeiphoswv kai 6t ol Bouyapor b
YVPIZaV UNOTa, eVIUNWOIAZel JEXPI KAl CNPENA N TEXVIKN anoKpuyn Kal
napanAayn, o cUotNpa PUoTtKSTNTas, N dpIotn NoIGTNTa OKUPOSEUATOS,
n éAneiyn €1dikoU onAiIopoU oxUpwaons Kai N A0 NPOCapHoYN ToU
onAiopoU Tou otPatoU EKCTRATEITS.

The secret exits, which differed from any other
fortification works, the relatively low cost

and the short period of time needed for the
construction, excited a great admiration and
surprise to German invaders. Considering that
Germans have not been able to detect the
panels of the fortresses before launching the
attack operations and that Bulgarians didn’t
know anything, the technical concealment
and camouflage, the secrecy system, the
excellent quality of the concrete, the lack

of special military fortification and the

perfect adjustment of the armament of the
expeditionary army impress all till today.

L S

Technical and material specifications of the construction: After repeated laboratory tests in the National Technical University of Athens (called
Metsovion), the desired results of the concrete’s strength were determined, for the cement, at 625 milligrams per cm?, which was prepared after a
competition and multiple tests of excellent quality. The sand came mainly from river and quarries, while the concretes of 1 to 3 cm came from healthy
and strong rocks of the area, mainly calcareous ones. As to the proportions of the materials, for every cubic meter of concrete, were steadily 400 milli-
grams of special solid cement, about 0,860 m? of concrete, approximately 0,350 m? of sand, depending on its granulemetric composition and 160-220
liters of water, depending the time and season of the concrete’s application. Especially for the roof slabs of the surface structure, they increased the
amount of cement to 600 milligrams per cubic meter to ensure greater strength. The production of cement was carried out by concrete mixers and its
smoothed application on all corners was performed by means of metallic mallets of 2-8 kilos and after 1939, in some structures, by special vibrators.

ROUPEL_SERRES_16sel.indd 7 10/6/08 5:13:25 PM



H pdxn Tou oxupou Fourei
The battle at the fortress of Rupel

6 Anpidiou 1941, wpa 5:15: ol leppavol Eekivouv v eniBeon pe opodpd
BopPapdioud nupoPonikou diapdpwy dlapetpnudtwy. Ané us 6:00 n eniBeon
ouvexizetal pe agponndva KABes epdpUNoNs (ZToUKAs) O OXNPATIOHIOUS, MoU
pixvouv Boupes, npokanwvtas ekkwpavikd B6pUBo avipeoa oto TPoUEPO
opUpPIyPa twv oeiphvav. H eniBeon evioxUetal and Enpd, and SiIapopes
kateuBuvoels. Mapd s enipoves NpoondBeles s NPWINS NPEPas, ol Meppavol
bev katopBvouy va katandBouv 1o oxupd, evd, Adyw twv SIKWDY ToUs

ooBapv anwAeldy, NéPTouv o katdotaon duuvas Aiyo npiv Bpadidoel.
4

7 Anpidiou 1941: cuvexizetal n eniBeon katd tou oxupoU, ev napddinda n
% yeppavikn dioiknon Bétel og epappoyn T0 OxE€dI0 NAPAKAPYPNS TWV OXUPWY TNS
i Makebovias, péow s koiRadas Tou NotapoU XTpoUpvItaa.

6th April 1941, at 5:15 a.m.: Germans
launch their attack by means of heavy
artillery bombing of various calibrations.

By 6:00 a.m. the attack is continued by
using airplanes of vertical swoops (Stoukas)
developed in formations that discharge
bombs, provoking a deafening noise under
the terrible whistle of sirens. The attack is
boosted by land from various directions.
Despite the persistent efforts of the first
day, Germans didn’t achieve to seize the
fortress, while, because of their serious
casualties, they were reduced to defense
late in the afternoon.

7th April 1941: the attack against the
fortress is continued, while at the same
time the German commandment put

into practice the plan of by-passing the
fortresses of Macedonia, through the valley
of the river Stroumnitsa.
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8th April 1941: despite the heavy
attempt of attack along the whole
frontline, the fortress remains intact, while
the casualties of Germans are terrible.

9th April 1941: bombings and attacks
are resumed. At 17:00, Germans already
knowing that the capitulation had been
signed in Thessaloniki, they demand

the surrender of the fortress, taking the
direct and decisive reply of the fortress’
Commander, Major Georgios Douratsos:
“The fortresses are not surrender”.

10th April 1941: after an order of
ceasefire, Rupel is finally surrendered

to Germans, at 6:00 a.m. The German
Colonel congratulates the Greek
Commander and the garrison, expressing
his admiration for their resistance and
their heroism.

That is how the battle at the fortress of
Rupel ended, although the war of Greece
against the fascism was in progress.

8 Anpifliou 1941: napd i opodpn eniBetkn npoondéBeia oe
60 1O PETWNO, TO OXUPO MAPAPEVEI AVENAPO, EVA Ol ANMEIES
WV [EppavaV eival TPOPAKTKES.

9 Anpidiou 1941: ol BopPapdioyoi kai or eniBécels
enavadapBavovial. Qpa 17:00, yvwpizovias nAéov Ou éxel
unoypagef otn Beccanovikn n ocuvBnkondynan, ol leppavoi
zntolv v Napddoaon tou oxupoU, naipvovtas andvinon aueon
Kal ano@aciotkn and 1o AIoIKNTh Tou oxupou, Taypatdpxn
Fewpylo Aoupdtoo: «Ta oxupd dev napadivovtal».

10 Anpidiou 1941: petd anod diatayn KAtdnauons tou nupds,
10 Pounen napadibetal teAikd otous Meppavous, wpa 6:00. O
leppavos Zuviaypatdpxns Oivel ouyxapntpia oto AlOIKNTA Kal
N PPoUPd, eKPpdzovtas o Baupaoud Tou yia Ty avtiotaon Kal
TOV NPWIOUO TOUS.

‘Etol éAnge n pdxn tou oxupoU Pounen, napdu o ndnepos s
EARabdas evavtiov tou paciopou Ppiokdtav oe eEEAIEN.
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ToPourneh otn ouyxpovn €noxn
The Rupel Fortress today

Ynpepa to Pounen Asitoupyel nepIoodtepo ws Pvnpeio,
éva 10TopIkd aloBéato, 6nou ol eniokEntes Eevayouvial oe
THAPATA TWV OXUPMY, EXOVTAS MPOCEYYIOE! TO ONEIo

ano 1o dpduo Lidnpokdotpou - Mpopaxva, otpifovias
ota 6egid, Aiyo npiv and 1o Tedwveio.

Y10 6pbo yia tnv Kopupn Tou AdPoU, PETE and avnPopIikn
d1adpopn, Ba Bpeite o Ktipio nou oteydzel 1o Mouoeio tou
0XUPOU, aVoIXTd POVO KAt Tov EOPTACHO, Kal tnv aiBouca
«Hxos kar ®ws», 6nou NapouacIdzetal N Jaxn WV OXUPDV

JE OMUKOAKOUOTIKA péaa. X1o {610 KTiplo, nepdote and to
Mepintepo twv Eniokentay, va Eekoupaateite kovid oto 1zdK,
va PABete NEPIOOdTERA yia TO Oxupd and t diakdounon

TOU XWPOU, Onws €xel SlagopPwBei and 10 CUYKEVIPWUEVO

IotopIkd uAikG, anAd kal va dexteite th piAogevia twv
OTPATITV TS Povadas unelbuvns yid TO OXUpPo.

Mpiv kataAh&ete oto Hpo otnv kopuph tou AdPoU,

Ba befte noAAd noAuPodNa tns enoxns napatayuéva Segd
KI apiotepd, evad avadutkn evnpépwon yia tn Sie€aywyn
NS JAXNS Twv OXUPDV 0as NePIPEVEl OTo MNapatnpntpio,
6inAa oto Hpwo. Mnopeite enions va §evaynBeite ous otoés
TOU 0XUpoU and aflwpatkd tou XTpatou.

Poiy srrovm auananta
Ouarven 110 vaun
. Yumemraz vov: asnaro
v esmtouran axe rara
T4 AlKA Tanzaw

Arvrieos emne ui zorm
i e TR b e

A jefil
HOBLIER

e

QPEX AEITOYPTIAZ - VISITING HOURS

Xeipepivin nep.: Epydoipes 09.00-13.00 Winter: Working days 09:00-13:00

Apyies 09.00-13.00 & 17.00-19.00 Holidays 09:00-13:00 & 17:00-19:00
©¢epivi nep.: Epydoipes 09.00-13.00 Summer: Working days 09:00-13:00
Apyies 09.00-13.00 & 17.00-20.00 Holidays 09:00-13:00 & 17:00-20:00

Mo v euxepéatepn Eevaynon oto oxUpo For an easier tour at the fortress, you
€NIKOIVWVNOTE oto 23210 95102 may contact on +30 23210 95102
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Nowadays, Rupel serves more as a monument, a historic
sightseeing, where the visitors may take a guided tour
in parts of the fortress and may approach it through

the road Sidirokastro - Promachonas, turning right, just
before the Customs.

Across the road to the top of the hill, after an uphill
route, you will find a building that houses the Museum
of the fortress, open only during the celebration, and
the chamber “Sound and Light”, where is presented
the battle of the fortresses via audiovisual systems.

At the same building, you may pass from the Lodge

of Visitors, where you may rest by the fireplace, learn
more for the fortress by the decoration of the place, as
it is decorated with historic material, but also you may
receive the hospitality of the soldiers that constitute the
military unit responsible for the fortress.

Before ending at the War monument at the top of the
hill, you will see on the left and right many canons of
that period, while you may receive detailed information
about the battle of fortresses at the Observation post,
next to the War monument. Moreover, you may be
guided through the fortress” arcades by an Army Officer.
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EauvennvoYnae
noévov 61av gZaxolovdnaie TN avTioThoswe bey 170 TAéov duvaty
Kal bev elye xavévay ASyovn,

And Adyo Tou XitAep oro Reichstag, 04.05.1941

"Historic justice obliges me to note that among all the adversaries
we have confronted, it was especlally the Greek soldier who fought
with the utmost hercism ang self-sacrifice. He capitulateq only
when the continuance of the resistance was not feasible anymore
and he had no reéason to keep fighting,"

From the speech of Hitler in Reichstag, 04.05, 1941
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AHMOI : Zeppav , Eppavounh Mammd, N.Zixvng, Appimong, Hpakhetag, Bioaktiag

l W‘ ' ' EBEY, Avarruéiaxn Evaipeia Zeppoov AE
ZEPP E z Tnh: 2321 350 375 & 23210350 450 Fax: 2321 350 498
MUNICIPALITIES of: Serres, Emmanouil Pappas, Nea Zichni, Amphipolis, Iraklia, Visaltia

SERR ES Serres Chamber, Serres Development Agency SA
Tel: 2321350 375 & 2321 350 450 Fax: 2321 350 498

e-mail: tourism@serres.pkm.gov.gr
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